The Windjammer, 1930

The film, released in 1930 and directed by JOC Orton, is based upon the book by A.].Villiers "By Way of Good Hope". The book comprised a record of his adventurous
5 month voyage from Wallaroo to Queenstown, via Cape of Good Hope, South America to Queenstown, Ireland and the film adaptation includes A.J.Villier's spectacular
photographs taken on that voyage. "The story deals with the everyday life of the crew at sea. Nothing has been exaggerated, nothing diminished, and the film is thus a
true record of a great era of nautical history.' (page 4, © 1930) Prior to the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 vessels, small as well as commercial boats such as
Windjammers, took the Great Circle Route south of the Cape of Good Hope, venturing into the cold Southern Ocean and attempting to 'thread the eye of the needle’,
to pass through the narrow entrance into Bass Strait and on to Melbourne and Sydney. The film begins in the small Australian port of Wallaro where lies the
three-masted Windjammer "Grace Harwar" - at the time of shooting one of the few ocean-going sailing ships still afloat.

A Saga of the Sea

“JHE WINDJAMMER" is a saga of ¢
days of sail and of the of the great
ships which, years ago, w en
on every sea up and-down 1
which are now, alas, almost non-cxistent.
The “Grace Hawar,' the old sailing
ship seen in the film is, in fact, the
st of the full-vigged Cape Horn
“windjammers.
The story deals with the everyday life of
the crew at sea.  Nothing has been
exaggerated, nothing diminished, and  the
fitm is thus a true record of a great era
of nautical history.
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